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🦊 EFF’s Privacy Badger – Free Browser Extension 

Blocking Trackers  

[Complete Checklist 2025] 

Before you start: 

EFF’s Privacy Badger is a powerful, privacy-focused browser extension that 

automatically blocks invisible trackers that spy on your browsing habits. It’s one of the 

easiest ways to improve your online privacy — no manual configuration required. 

Here’s your step-by-step Privacy Badger checklist to ensure full protection and quiet 

maintenance. 

 

✅ 1. Installation & Setup 
 

 Go to https://privacybadger.org 

 

Click “Install Privacy Badger” for your browser (Chrome, Firefox, Edge, 

or Opera) 

 Grant required permissions (for tracker blocking) 

 Pin the Privacy Badger icon to your browser toolbar for easy access 

 Restart your browser after installation 

🧠 Secret Maintenance: Reinstall the extension every 6–8 months to avoid cache-related 

tracker leakage. 

 

✅ 2. Initial Configuration 
 

 Open Privacy Badger → click the gear icon ⚙️ (Settings) 

 

Make sure “Block tracking cookies” and “Prevent WebRTC from leaking 

local IP addresses” are enabled 

 Turn on “Replace social widgets” (for Facebook, X, LinkedIn buttons) 

 Keep “Send Do Not Track signal” checked 

 Enable automatic updates (default is ON) 

🔒 Secret Maintenance: Periodically export your Privacy Badger settings for backup 

(found under “Manage Data”). 
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✅ 3. Testing the Extension 
 

 Visit https://panopticlick.eff.org to test tracker blocking effectiveness 

 

Check that trackers are marked as blocked (red) or partially allowed 

(yellow) 

 

Visit a few high-tracking sites (e.g., news portals, social media) to confirm 

blocking works 

 Clear browser cache and retest monthly 

🧠 Secret Maintenance: Use coveryourtracks.eff.org quarterly to compare your 

browser’s fingerprint score. 

 

✅ 4. Fine-Tuning Tracker Control 
 

 Click the Privacy Badger icon while on a site 

 Adjust sliders manually: 

 Red (blocked) → complete block 

 Yellow (partially allowed) → cookies blocked 

 Green (allowed) → fully trusted site 

 For false positives (site breaks), allow the tracker temporarily 

 Recheck permissions weekly for suspicious domains 

🎯 Secret Maintenance: Keep a private Google Sheet of domains you trust or block 

permanently for future audits. 

 

✅ 5. Browser Compatibility & Sync 
 

 Sync Privacy Badger settings using your browser account (if supported) 

 Install on all browsers you use — desktop + mobile (where available) 

 
Avoid using multiple tracker blockers that conflict (e.g., uBlock Origin + 

Privacy Badger both active) 

 Check version compatibility after browser updates 

📦 Secret Maintenance: Keep one browser (e.g., Brave or Firefox) as your testing browser 

to preview new Privacy Badger updates safely. 
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✅ 6. Integration with other Privacy Tools 
 

 Combine Privacy Badger with: 

 HTTPS Everywhere (forces HTTPS) 

 
 uBlock Origin (for ad filtering) 

 

 DuckDuckGo Privacy Essentials (for smarter blocking) 

  Disable overlapping features (to avoid slowdowns) 

 Review third-party extensions for data-sharing permissions 

🔐 Secret Maintenance: Every quarter, disable all privacy extensions one by one to 

measure load time and detect conflicts. 

 

✅ 7. Privacy Badger Maintenance Schedule 

Frequency Action Tool 

Monthly Run tracker test on Cover Your Tracks EFF 

Quarterly Reinstall or refresh Privacy Badger Browser 

Every 6 

Months 

Review trusted/blocked domains Privacy Badger 

Settings 

Yearly Re-audit with Mozilla Observatory + EFF 

Tools 

Combo 

🗓 Secret Maintenance: Add recurring reminders in Google Calendar or Notion with 

checkboxes for each step. 

 

✅ 8. Troubleshooting Common Issues 
 

 Pages not loading? → Turn off blocking temporarily for that domain 

 
 

YouTube or embedded media missing? → Allow “ytimg.com” or 

“googlevideo.com” 

 
Extension disabled after browser update? → Reinstall from EFF’s official 

site 

 

Too many pop-ups? → Use Privacy Badger + uBlock Origin together 

carefully 

🧠 Secret Maintenance: Use the “Report broken site” option — this helps EFF improve 

the database for all users. 
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✅ 9. Bonus: Quiet Privacy Audit Formula 

📋 Keep a minimal private record (Google Sheet / Notion page): 

Site Tested | Trackers Blocked | Privacy Badger Version | Date | Notes 

🧠 Use color codes: 

🧠 Safe, 🧠 Warning, 🔴 High Tracking 

💡 Secret Maintenance: Never publish your private audit logs — keep them for internal 

review only. 

 

🔐 Final Tip 

EFF’s Privacy Badger isn’t just a browser add-on — it’s your silent privacy guard. It 

learns which domains track you and automatically blocks them over time. Combine it 

with HTTPS Everywhere and smart browsing habits for a complete privacy defense in 

2025. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

***Please subscribe to our notifications for the latest news and updates. 

Our sincere appreciation*** 
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