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Checklist for How to Fix Duplicate Content in WordPress 

Fixing duplicate content is a critical task for any WordPress site owner, as it can seriously 

harm your SEO. It's especially common on WordPress sites due to their dynamic nature 

with categories, tags, and different URL versions. This guide is designed to help both new 

and intermediate users identify and fix these issues using a step-by-step approach. 

 
Step 1: Identify the Duplicate Content 

You can't fix what you don't know about. The first step is to crawl your site to find all 

instances of duplicate content. 

 

 For Novices: The easiest way to start is to use a free online tool like Siteliner or 

simply use a site-specific Google search. In Google, type “site:yourdomain.com 

"a unique phrase from your article" to see if multiple URLs show up for the 

same content. 

 

 For Intermediate Users: For a more comprehensive analysis, use a desktop 

crawler like Screaming Frog SEO Spider (the free version crawls up to 500 

URLs). This tool will show you duplicate pages, titles, and meta descriptions, 

giving you a detailed report of where your issues lie. 

 
Step 2: Implement Canonical Tags 

A canonical tag is the most common way to tell search engines which version of a page 

is the "master copy" that you want to be indexed. 

 

 For Novices: A good SEO plugin like Rank Math or Yoast SEO makes this 

incredibly easy. On any post or page, you can set a canonical URL in the advanced 

settings to point to the preferred version. The plugin automatically handles the 

core canonicalization for your homepage and other key pages. 

 

 For Intermediate Users: If you have dynamic URLs with parameters (e.g., ? 

color=blue), you can use your SEO plugin's advanced settings to exclude these 

parameters from being indexed. This prevents them from creating new, duplicate 

pages. You can also manually add a canonical tag to a page's header code if 

needed. 
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Step 3: Use 301 Redirects 

Use a 301 redirect for pages that are completely identical and shouldn't exist as separate 

URLs. This sends both users and search engines to a new, correct URL. 

 

 For Novices: The simplest way to handle this is by using a plugin like 

Redirection. It's very user-friendly. You just enter the old URL and the new URL, 

and the plugin does the rest. 

 

 For Intermediate Users: For a deeper understanding and more control, you can 

manually add redirect rules to your site's .htaccess file. This method is more 

permanent and can be faster than using a plugin, but it's only recommended for 

those comfortable with code. 

 

 
Step 4: Audit and Disallow 

For categories, tags, author archives, and other similar pages that often create duplicate 

content, you can tell search engines not to index them. 

 

 For Novices: Use your SEO plugin (Rank Math, Yoast SEO) to easily set tags, 

category pages, or author archives to noindex. This is a quick fix that tells search 

engines not to show them in search results. 

 

 For Intermediate Users: If there are specific URL patterns you want to disallow, 

you can edit your robots.txt file. This is useful for stopping search engines from 

crawling things like comment-reply URLs or search result pages that provide no 

unique value. 

 

 

A video about WordPress Duplicate Content Issues can help you learn more about 

common problems and solutions. 
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